
A COMPARATIVE ANALYSIS OF THE POLITICAL THEORIES OF PLATO

AND ARISTOTLE

To study the political philosophies of Plato and Aristotle, a deep analysis of Only an imaginary thin line differentiated
their political philosophy.

In Politics, Aristotle states that man is meant for political association because he has the faculty of language.
Chambliss, J. Indeed, it is impossible for human beings to thrive outside a community, and the basic purpose
of communities is to promote human flourishing. Plato stated that virtue was sufficient for happiness, that
there was no such thing as "moral luck" to grant rewards. Unlike the sounds that are made by animals, which
only express pleasure and pain, the language used by humans is used to declare not only pleasure and pain but
also what is just and unjust. Plato went further to associate all the parts of the soul to parts of the body with
reason connected to the head, will connected to the heart and appetite connected to the abdomen and sensory
organs. Then even though all states are just because they are natural, they still are unnatural and unjust
because they do not follow the rules of specialized labor, that would make all states just and unjust and natural
and unnatural at the same time. The two philosophers living in Greece disagreed on many things and
approached the same ideas in very different ways. Plato and Aristotle also agree that the universe originated
from a more powerful and intelligent entity than the normal human being. It on two key principles: â€” Plato
agreed with Heraclitus that the sensible world is a perpetual change â€” He agreed with Socrates that the
general, as a stable, can alone be the object of science. The polis was set up to allow political participation on
the part of the average citizen Hacker  For Plato, Forms are abstract objects , existing completely outside space
and time. Their opinions on society and its functions were quite different, but they both had the same
intention, to build a better way of life for the societies they lived in and for the societies that would come to be
in the future. Though they both have a different opinion on the function of the entity, they acknowledge its
existence. Aristotle was a youth of gentle birth and breeding, his father occupying the position of physician to
King Philip of Macedon. However, the artisan, who continues to gain, is completely foreign to the two other
pleasures. Tutored privately as all aristocratic children were, Aristotle trained first in medicine. The next stage
of human association is the village, which in its most natural form arises when the relatives of the original
household form their own households in the same geographical region and thus a natural combination of
households, or a village arises. Rowe, C. In about B. Rather, Aristotle is of the view that the state itself should
be responsible for attaining the best system of existence. The thinking thought therefore organized the cosmos
by being matter itself Aristotle II. His system far extends that of Socrates and encompasses a synthesis of all
that was known at his time, especially the doctrines of Socrates, Heraclitus, Parmenides and the Pythagoreans.
Later, the prisoners are released only to discover the reality they perceived was not real. The good human life,
he held, must consist primarily of whatever activity is characteristically human, and that is reasoning. After
explaining the various specifics of the different specialized levels of labor needed for the ideal city, including
the producing class and a class of guardians, he concludes that this ideal city centered on strict specialization
based on natural talent is completely good Republic, e. These and several other treatises were collected in
what was called the Corpus Aristotelicum and often served as the basis for hundreds of private and teaching
libraries up to the 19th century. Aristotle relied on the deductive approach, while Aristotle is an example of an
inductive approach Hacker  Aristotle, whose name means "the best purpose," was born in B. Thus, it is in the
subordination of lower desires to the desire to know that virtue resides. This essay will strive to establish their
understandings of reason and the role reason plays in their comprehensions of politics, differentiating between
the kinds of reason and politics produced as a result. Reeve, C. Plato and Aristotle: An Analysis Determining
the best form of political association was important to the ancient Greek philosophers Plato and Aristotle, and
each of them expressed his opinion in important works such as the Republic and Politics. For Aristotle, forms
do not exist independently of thingsâ€”every form is the form of some thing. Main Points of Comparison Both
philosophers agree that justice is a necessary value and should be experienced by every one in a society
regardless of their social class. After leaving Athens, Aristotle spent time traveling and studying in Asia Minor
what is now Turkey and its islands. After his retirement of the army, most of his time and energy in his adult
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life was spent in pursuing wisdom. Differences in Contributions In Philosophy Plato believed that concepts
had a universal form, an ideal form, which leads to his idealistic philosophy. In one of his last works, the
Laws, Plato outlined in great detail a mixed constitution incorporating elements of both monarchy and
democracy.


