
THE MIXED FEELINGS OF HOLDEN CAULFIELD

Holden Caufield is a person with many mixed feelings. His happiness was left, but not forgotten in the past, and he
suffers terribly because he cannot adjust to.

He has everyone pegged. Funny it is without any doubt, and in a fashion that has been long absent from
American fiction. And also useful protection against drowning, go figure. I have not had time yet. This once
understood, we can see how The Catcher in the Rye is both a funny and terrifying workâ€”traditional
distinctions of modes have broken down in our timesâ€”a work full of pathos in the original sense of the word.
Academic controversy surrounds whether Holden learns from these confrontations and adjust accordingly,
maturing throughout the story. If you really like a girl, he says, you wouldn't want to "do crumby stuff" to her
9. There was nothing for him to do save buzz, frantic and inviolate, inside the glass wall of his tumbler, until
he either gave up or was himself, by himself, by his own frantic buzzing, destroyed. His younger brother who
he has idolized for his innocence -the way he now does his sister Phoebe â€” has died. It was easy enough to
identify with his adolescent angst, but his puerile attitudinizing was something else altogether. Holden's
second problem, he says, is that when he's fooling around with a girl and she suggests they stop, he actually
â€¦ stops. Holden shows a growing ability to adapt to adult life. He asks a girl to elope with him and then calls
her names. To be these things is almost their only resource in a world where parents and schoolmasters have
all the power and the experience. Is he misunderstood? He pays Sunny even though he doesn't have sex with
her, and ends up getting cheated out of five more dollars and socked in the stomach, although technically this,
too, was for different reasons. Difficulties he faces throughout the story force Holden to confront his fears of
adulthood and maturation and the responsibilities therein through the difficulties he faces throughout the story.
He's depressed all the time. The boy is not trying to please anyone; he is merely expressing his passion of the
moment. Well, maybe. Thinking about major themes can be helpful to the reader. It could be debated long just
how irrational is Holden Caulfield, as likewise, Hamlet. Who wrote this essay? Impossibly high standards. We
know he's prone to violent outbreaks, like breaking all the windows in the garage the night Allie died, or
tackling Stradlater after his date with Jane, or screaming at Sally in public he claims he's not yelling, but she
repeatedly asks him to "stop screaming" at her [ Still, Holden never makes himself out to be a victim. The very
first thing the does when he gets off the train in New York is go to a phone boothâ€¦ and then he leaves twenty
minutes later without having even picked up the receiver. While talking later with Carl Luce at the Wicker
Bar, Holden wonders if he needs psychoanalysis because he has difficulty being intimate with a girl unless he
really cares about her. And it may be Phoebe who provokes his longing for stasis because he fears that she
may be changedâ€”perhaps at his own hand. Question 2: Does Holden see sex as inherently degrading?
Fortunately, there cannot be many of him yet. Verdict: Not blind, nor cynical, just an adolescent, American
rebel-victim. And it should be festive. He is as unbalanced as, a rooster on a tightrope. We'll take a look right
away. Does it also have to do with the fact that Allie died when he was ten years old? Essays may be lightly
modified for readability or to protect the anonymity of contributors, but we do not edit essay examples prior to
publication. The shoppers are out. Over and over again, he decides not to do something. Salinger is imagined
to have given voice to what every adolescent, or, at least, every sensitive, intelligent, middle-class adolescent,
thinks but is too inhibited to say, which is that success is a sham, and that successful people are mostly
phonies. He lends out up his hound's-tooth jacket, knowing it'll get stretched out in the shoulders. What we
have is Holden, a confused, possibly sex-crazed sixteen year old who admits that he "just [doesn't]
understand" sex 9. Gwynn and Joseph L.


