
AN ANALYSIS OF ENGLISH LANGUAGE ON JONATHAN SWIFTS

GULLIVERS TRAVELS

Of all the institutions satirized in Jonathon Swift's "Gulliver's Travels," one that has perhaps been less scrutinized is the
destruction of the English language.

He is given a small boat and is left to die. James Knowlson makes the point that most of the language planners
entertained 22 James Knowlson, Universal Language Schemesâ€¦, p. The Brobdingnagian society is not
similar because it is morally advanced, but they have all of our incomplete values. The fact is that, animals
share and express human-like capabilities. And, to write a comment upon any Law, is a capital Crime. The
many humorous stories in Gulliver's Travels have appealed to audiences of all ages since the book was written
in the early eighteenth century by Jonathan Swift, a political writer xvii. This book was a good example in my
opinion of an author reflecting his life and his society which may be fair or corrupt. He then fled to Blefescu,
which was an enemy of the Lilliputians. Yet even in such a direct satire, there exists another layer of meaning.
Some natives of a flying island called Laputa picked up Gulliver. It was either he was shipwrecked or his boat
was taken over by pirates. His skill as a writer was greatly appreciated within the church and was well known
in Dublin. Gulliver describes European civilization to Brobdingnag's King, including England's political and
legal institutions and how they work, as well as some of the personal habits of the ruling class and afterwards
describes his intention to the reader: I would hide the Frailties and Deformities of my Political Mother, and
place her Virtues and Beauties in the most advantageous Light. Start Your Free Trial Today In the extremely
bitter fourth part, Gulliver visits the land of the Houyhnhnms , a race of intelligent horses who are cleaner and
more rational, communal, and benevolent they have, most tellingly, no words for deception or evil than the
brutish, filthy, greedy, and degenerate humanoid race called Yahoos, some of whom they have tamedâ€”an
ironic twist on the human-beast relationship. Swift, in the care of his relatives, was sent to school at Kilkenny
Grammar School. Let us know! In addition, by changing the relative size of the characters, Swift uses the
technique of distortion, consequently defamiliarizes the situation which makes the reader think about and
judge the happenings since he would not realize the satirical underpinnings if the story was presented in a
realistic manner. The emperor may raise the stick and lower it for whomever he wants. The first voyage he
went on in the book was to Lilliput. And several of those pretended mysteries, profound notions, expressed in
great swelling words, whereby some men set up for reputation, being this way examined, will appear to be
either nonsense, or very flat and jejune. His most virulent invective against both abstract thinking and the new
science is saved for the third book, in his descriptions of the Laputians and of the Academy of Projectors. This
was my sincere Endeavour in those many Discourses I had with that mighty Monarch, although it
unfortunately failed of success. They ruled the island and all of the other inhabitants on it. Linguistic
reformation was, then, not merely an end in itself. What makes you cringe? The emperor holds a stick out in
front of the person and in order for the person to get the highest position possible, they must be able to jump
over or crawl under the stick depending how the emperor positions it. Eventually, Gulliver returned home and
shared his stories with every one. They were usually in so much of deep thought that they would be
unconscious. Jonathan Swift was born on November 30, in Dublin, Ireland Even at the dining table these
obsessions obtrude, with meat and bread being carved into mathematical and musical symbols and figures. For
a comprehensive listing of the literature, see Thomas Jones ed. The dichotomy between oral and written forms
of language surfaces in Part IV when we learn that the Houyhnhnms communicate solely by means of speech;
they have no form of written signification. The nominalist position â€” the position ascribed to Bacon and
upheld by the later empiricists â€” denies the real existence of abstract concepts. There is no natural or innate
or perhaps even meaningful correspondence between word and thing. For the nominalist, on the other hand,
the relationship between word and thing or concept is arbitrary and manmade. Swedenberg Jr and Vinton A.
Rather than being judgmental, many writers utilize satire to convey their innovative ideas to change certain
aspects of society. The Houyhnhnms are very curious about Gulliver, who seems to be both a Yahoo and
civilized, but, after Gulliver describes his country and its history to the master Houyhnhnm , the Houyhnhnm
concludes that the people of England are not more reasonable than the Yahoos. As a result of a series of
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unfortunate events, Gulliver is taken on four voyages to curious lands that defy the laws of nature. There is a
man always following them and tapping them trying to bring them back to reality.


