
DESCRIBE DISPOSITIONAL AND SITUATIONAL FACTORS IN

Situational and dispositional factors are often used to explain behaviour at the sociocultural level of analysis. Attributing
internal characteristics like personality, .

We can understand self-serving bias by digging more deeply into attribution, a belief about the cause of a
result. It is an alternative term to dispositional attribution. When asked why participants liked their own
girlfriend, participants focused on internal, dispositional qualities of their girlfriends for example, her pleasant
personality. This resulted in the villagers to have attributions on why the door collapsed and killed so many
people. This supports the idea that actors tend to provide few internal explanations but many situational
explanations for their own behavior. When people explain their own behavior, they tend to attribute it to
situation factors such as the interference from the authority. Psychologists often wonder why people make
unreasonable conclusions like this and argue that it is, because people tend to think of themselves as adaptable
and ever-changing human beings. Try It Actor-Observer Bias Returning to our earlier example, Greg knew
that he lost his job, but an observer would not know. Our subject is called Tom. For example, we might tell
ourselves that our team is talented internal , consistently works hard stable , and uses effective strategies
controllable. New York: Wiley. This bias serves to protect self-esteem. Obviously, those things that we have
the power to control would be labeled controllable Weiner,  For example, we attribute the behavior of a person
to their personality, motives or beliefs. Participants were assigned with either the role of prisoners or the role
of guards. These dispositional explanations are clear examples of the fundamental attribution error. If only
Alison smokes, it is low. When we explain the behavior of others we look for enduring internal attributions,
such as personality traits. People usually attribute their behavior to situational factors when they perform the
behavior. According to Kelley we fall back on past experience and look for either 1 Multiple necessary causes.
When people experience bad fortune, others tend to assume that they somehow are responsible for their own
fate. They say that we tend to do this when we see a correspondence between motive and behavior. When we
try to explain our own behavior we tend to make external attributions, such as situational or environment
features. What common explanations are given for why people live in poverty? Provided by: Lumen Learning.
If Alison only smokes when she is out with friends, consistency is high. As actors of behavior, we have more
information available to explain our own behavior. Controllability refers to the extent to which the
circumstances that are associated with a given outcome can be controlled. An example: Blaming the weather
for something that has happened Example of attribution situations you could use for your essay. License:
Other. Connection of Study to Question This study shows how people may have different ways of attributing
causes to events. If Tom laughs at everything, then distinctiveness is low. A significant term that one has to
take in account is attribution, which is how people interpret and explain casual relationships in the social
world. If she smokes at any time or place, distinctiveness is low. People tend to attribute behavior depending
on their roles as actors or observers, known as the actor-observer effect. Self-Serving Bias Following an
outcome, self-serving bias are those attributions that enable us to see ourselves in favorable light for example,
making internal attributions for success and external attributions for failures. Tom is laughing at a comedian.
The circumstances are considered stable if they are unlikely to change. However as observers, we have less
information available; therefore, we tend to default to a dispositionist perspective. Authored by: Scott
Maxwell. Therefore, AT is concerned with explanations of how each of us attributes causes for our own and
others" behaviour. More specifically they take into account three kinds of evidence. Situational factors have
something to do with external factors. Introduce Fritz Heider Heider suggested that all people have a tendency
to try to predict, understand and explain human behaviour, in terms of what causes people to behave in the
ways that they do.


