
GREEK COLONISATION

The Greek colonisation was an organised colonial expansion by the Archaic Greeks into the Mediterranean Sea and
Black Sea in the period of the 8thâ€“6th.

Colonies often formed alliances with like-minded neighbouring poleis. During the later parts of the Geometric
period, population in Greece increased considerably and, by the 8th c. Participation in the expedition was not
necessarily voluntary and may have included people from other areas too. Editorial Review This Article has
been reviewed for accuracy, reliability and adherence to academic standards prior to publication. Eventually
the Aeolians created a substantial colony in Asia Minor and eventually founded numerous important cities
throughout the region. Massalia became the base for a series of further foundations farther away in the region
of Spain. The colonies created new markets, supplied the metropoleis with significant raw materials and
constituted important way stations on the long-distance trade journeys of the era. For the most ancient period,
archaeological evidence would suggest a different model, made up of heterogeneous colonial contributions
and settlements following each other gradually. One of the first occurred when the Dorians began moving
further down into mainland Greece and eventually taking control of the Peloponnese region around B. In the
late 6th century BCE particularly, the colonies provided tribute and arms to the Persian Empire and received
protection in return. The second colonisation movement was much more organised. BC ended the
independence of city-states in south Italy and Sicily. The principal aim is to present and update the general
picture of this phenomenon, showing its importance in the history of the whole ancient world, including the
Near East. Unsourced material may be challenged and removed. Finally, the troubled political situation in
many cities, along with the establishment of tyrannical government, drove the political opposition into exile
and into a search for new places of residence. The Corinthians founded important overseas colonies on the sea
lanes to Southern Italy and the west which succeeded in making them the foremost emporia of the western
side of the Mediterranean. For that reason, Greek colonies were usually established on previously uninhabited
areas, in close proximity to good arable land. A similar fate awaited the rest of Greek colonies in the following
decades, as Romans advanced eastwards, occupying territories that in 31 BC were incorporated into the
newborn Roman Empire. Colonies which went on to subsequently establish colonies of their own and who
minted their own coinage only reinforced their cultural and political independence. In the Italic peninsula,
however, this would eventually bring Greeks into conflict with other trading powers, such as the Phoenicians,
the Carthagenians and finally the Romans. As related by Herodotus, a local king summoned the Phocaeans to
found a colony in the region and rendered meaningful aid in the fortification of the city. The precise
chronology of its foundation is not known at present but it appears that it was founded some time around the
middle of the 7th century B. Large-scale migrations are attested all over the eastern Mediterranean already
from the end of the Late Bronze Age. This first volume gives a lengthy introduction to the problem, including
methodological and theoretical issues. The desire for new colonies was driven in part by the Greek city-states
search for new resources and thus expanded trade opportunities. The Aeolians were also forced from their
traditional homes in mainland Greece, but not the Dorians. Syracuse in Sicily was a typical example of a
larger polis which constantly sought to expand its territory and create an empire of its own. However, the
Dorians and then the Achaeans forced them to move further out until they eventually settled on some of the
more eastern Greek islands and the central part of the modern Turkish coast. Learn More. The Roman
conquest in the mid-2nd c. The most important settlements of the Euboeans in Chalcidice were Olynthos
which colony was settled in collaboration with the Athenians , Torone , Mende , Sermyle , Aphytis and
Cleonae in the peninsula of Athos. That was certainly the case with Taras in south Italy, which was established
by Spartans who had been expelled from the mother-city during the first Messenian War. According to ancient
sources, they eventually created 70 to 90 colonies. Such goods as wine, olives, wood, and pottery were
exported and imported between poleis. In this effort they were accompanied by small numbers of Dorians and
Ionians; the Athenians had notably refused to take part in the colonisation. Thus, the only social upheavals
were caused by influential individuals, who wished to accumulate power and reign as tyrants. Please help
improve this section by adding citations to reliable sources. These city-states were eventually responsible for
spreading Greek culture over thousands and thousands of miles, but the desire for colonization seems to have
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been planted several centuries before. The work is dedicated to Prof. Relationship with the Homeland Most
colonies were built on the political model of the Greek polis, but types of government included those seen
across Greece itself - oligarchy, tyranny, and even democracy - and they could be quite different from the
system in the founder, parent city.


