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Throughout the article â€œThe Code of the Streets,â€• Elijah Anderson explains the A Question Of Class `` Code Of
Streets `` And `` Notes Of A Native Son Essay The three famous authors, James Baldwin, Elijah Anderson and Dorothy
Allison, .

Rather than dwelling on the real hardships and inequities facing them, many such decent people, particularly
the increasing number of grandmothers raising grandchildren, see their difficult situation as a test from God
and derive great support from their faith and from the church community. Most of the time it is the way they
need to act to survive. The accused is required to defend herself against the slander, which can result in
arguments and fights, often over little of real substance. The difference between the decent and the
street-oriented youth is often that the decent youth makes a conscious decision to appear tough and manly; in
another setting--with teachers, say, or at his part-time job--he can be polite and deferential. The people within
the inner city are pressured into living by the code of the street as a survival mechanism. In impoverished
inner-city black communities, however, particularly among young males and perhaps increasingly among
females, such flight would be extremely difficult. But when they are tested, the outcome of the situation may
quickly be out of their hands, as they become wrapped up in the circumstances of the moment. Should he or
she have hit the other person in the mouth? In essence this is a form of group gossiping in which individuals
are negatively assessed and evaluated. Some people may even have the strength of character to flee, without
any thought that their self-respect or esteem will be diminished. I will tell how the two articles that I have
chosen relates to some of the concepts that Anderson talked about in the book. This book is a chronicle of the
ugly phase of the Industrial revolution and a civilized world. Decent residents judge themselves to be so while
judging others to be of the street, and street individuals often present themselves as decent, drawing
distinctions between themselves and other people. True nerve exposes a lack of fear of dying. Most of the time
it is the way they need to act to survive. It discourages violence as the primary means of resolving disputes
and encourages youngsters to accept nonviolence and talk as confrontational strategies. The rules of the code
in fact provide a framework for negotiating respect. In the low-lying areas where economically distressed
sections of the people prevail in the majority, the code of street has taken the place of all the rules of state laws
and regulations. And if one is not a real man, one is somehow diminished as a person, and there are certain
valued things one simply does not deserve. It implies physicality and a certain ruthlessness. This grand mother
is herself completely dispirited. Highlighting in-depth detail of the subculture of streets that prevails in the
areas, he has made it a universal theme. Some people see drug dealing as a legitimate way to get goods like
clothes or food. Although there are often forces in the community which can counteract the negative
influences, by far the most powerful being a strong, loving, "decent" as inner-city residents put it family
committed to middle-class values, the despair is pervasive enough to have spawned an oppositional culture,
that of "the streets," whose norms are often consciously opposed to those of mainstream society. But "if the
deal goes down," self-defense is greatly encouraged. To maintain his honor he must show he is not someone to
be "messed with" or "dissed. All the values so cherished by the societies inside the walls of home or at social
circles are discarded when one enters on the street and the culture quite opposite of what is prevalent makes its
presence felt. Not to be afraid to die is the quid pro quo of being able to take somebody else's life--for the right
reasons, if the situation demands it. The fight may be against their wishes, yet they may feel constrained to
fight or face the consequences--not just from peers but also from caretakers or parents, who may administer
another beating if they back down. Anderson tries to find out this thread through the long passages that he has
devoted on the various standards prevalent in the community. Girls are not often willing to put their lives on
the line for "manhood. This is because the street culture has evolved what may be called a code of the streets,
which amounts to a set of informal rules governing interpersonal public behavior, including violence. For
these young people the standards of the street code are the only game in town. The toughening-up one
experiences in prison can actually enhance one's reputation on the streets. The children observe these
goings-on, learning the lesson that might makes right. This book is mainly focus on the criminal elements,
economical, educational, social, and judicial system in the African American communities. He even states that
by abiding by the code a person can reduce their risk of being victimized. The drug trade creates economic
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trade within the communities, and even though being a drug dealer is risky they enjoy the rewards that come
with job. For maintaining self respect in the society and surroundings, there are certain set of informal rules or
behavior that every one should follow while interrelations with others and which reflects how desperately
youths are struggling to retain their respect.


