
HANDWRITING ANALYSIS FORENSICS ACTIVITIES

For forensic scientists, any characteristic of people can give them clues, including a personâ€™s handwriting.
Document examiners investigate handwriting to find out if documents are forged and to determine the authenticity of a
written document. In this project, your students will.

Making sure the evidence is kept safe and intact is important so that investigators can reconstruct what
happened and glean clues from the evidence. A QDE is looking at three things: letter form, line form and
formatting. These documents are examined by expert questioned documents examiners or QDEs. Before
moving on, I ask each student to open their science notebooks to a random page, to use as a sample of their
own writing. In addition, this activity allows students to refine their research skills as they perform quick
internet searches to find the correct answers. Each person has their own style. QDEs look for forgeries and
alterations and make comparisons if there is an original sample of handwriting available. Simulation is a huge
problem because it can make it much harder to make a determination about a questioned document or it can
make it impossible. I collect the papers to use for later in the lesson, not explaining the purpose for them at
this time. However, suspect fingerprints are not the only fingerprints in the database. A lot of crime cases were
based around witness statements, if there were any. After providing about minutes to look for the answers, we
go over them together and discuss the information provided. By finding out who wrote a document and when,
investigators can come closer to solving certain crimes. It used to be believed that eyewitness statements were
very trustworthy pieces of evidence. I love coming to this class everyday. I allow students about 20 minutes to
complete their research and answer the questions. For example, both of Johnny's writing samples are labeled
1, Sally's are 2, etc. I project the Handwriting Analysis Presentation and review the first three slides. This
should be very exciting! In this way, forensic scientists are able to help bring cyber-criminals to justice too!
The Federal Bureau of Investigation has been collecting fingerprints as evidence since  This means that
handwriting is unique for each person. This activity has the students compare handwriting samples to find the
ones that are written by the same suspect. I help students to define key terms and providing background
knowledge necessary to help students understand the questions. However, as time went on, different types of
evidence began to be collected and analyzed. Content, such as grammar, spelling, phrasing and punctuation
should also be looked at. Again, I project the Handwriting Analysis Presentation and we go through the 12
characteristics of handwriting analysis. Before modern technology was developed, solving crimes could be
very difficult. After completing the activity, I project the writing samples and ask the students to identify the
clues they used to help them determine which were written by the same person. However, forensic science can
be a bit different in real life. When a group thinks they have a match, I show them the samples and they
determine whether or not they are correct. Criminals, federal employees and those who have applied to be
federal employees, members of the United States military, immigrants, anyone who has submitted their
fingerprints voluntarily, and anyone who is considered to be of national security interest has had their
fingerprints recorded in the database. Digital forensic science can help solve crimes that have been committed
in the virtual world. I explain to students that while there are many cases in which handwritten documents
have played a role, a few are particularly famous. It also considers spacing between lines â€” in other words,
do strokes from words on one line intersect with strokes in words on the line below and above it? After
analyzing the samples, I collect them again, leaving the students only with their analysis practice sheets.
However, I do not spend as extended period of time on this portion, as it is just meant to be an activator and
not necessary to understanding the core of the lesson at this time. One of the most important aspects of
forensic science is the preservation of evidence. As a result of confused eyewitness accounts, it is likely that
many innocent people were tried and punished for crimes they did not commit. It can be possible to determine
simulation though. Fingerprints can be hard to collect and analyze because they can be incomplete or
smudged, but DNA can be found in almost anything a person can leave behind. The partners study the samples
and analyze each one, using the Handwriting Analysis Practice Sheet as a guide. Handwriting analysts say that
people could have a few writing characteristics that are the same but the likelihood of having any more than
that is impossible. The similarity in handwriting would be due to the style characteristics that we were taught
when we were learning handwriting in school out of a book. Their goal is to find the group who has the other
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sample written by the same person, based on the data they have recorded.


