
CRY THE BELOVED COUNTRY CHARACTER ANALYSIS

The Cry, the Beloved Country characters covered include: Stephen Kumalo, James Jarvis, Theophilus Read an in-depth
analysis of Absalom Kumalo.

When Kumalo brings Gertrude back to her house, she frequently argues with Gertrude over the young
woman's irresponsible ways and carefree manner, but she rejoices when Gertrude suggests that she may
become a nun. He tells Kumalo and Msimangu that Absalom was staying with Mrs. But when the time comes
to return to Ndotsheni, she disappears, and it is clear that she has returned to her former dissolute life.
Although unable to understand her decisions, he takes her in and does his best to get her clean, hoping to help
her. Kumalo is an elderly Zulu priest who has spent all of his life in the village of Ndotsheni. Kumalo is the
protagonist because he is the main character who goes on a journey to find his son. Kumalo first looses his son
in the city then his sister and nephew. A well-educated middle-class black man, Letsitsi earns a good salary
and is eager to help build his country. The Little Boy The unnamed son of Gertrude Kumalo, he returns to
Ixopo with Stephen Kumalo when his mother decides to leave her family to join a convent. Young White Man
The young white man is an official at the reformatory to which Absalom is sent. Transformation After
Absalom is convicted, Stephen is heartbroken for his son, and for his family but he gains reassurance from
fellow religious figures in Johannesburg, most of them white. He consoles Kumalo after the news that
Absalom has been charged with murder, and he conducts the marriage ceremony between Absalom and his
girlfriend. One of the other defendants in the trial for the murder of Arthur Jarvis, he and Johannes Pafuri were
also involved in the robbery and murder. After a long illness, she dies once she and her husband return from
Johannesburg after the trial of Absalom Kumalo, prompting James Jarvis to move to Johannesburg to live with
his family. She tells Stephen Kumalo and Msimangu that Absalom got a girl pregnant and that he has left the
reformatory to live in Pimville. But the tragic news that his only son, Arthur, has been murdered leads him to
Johannesburg, where he begins to rethink his opinions and his relationship to the villagers that live below his
farm. He admired Arthur and shared his liberal political and social views. He persuades Gertrude to agree to
return to Ndotsheni with him, and he spends some of the small amount of money he has on buying her new
clothes. He realizes he had seen the world through rose colored glasses, unable to see the temptations and
challenges others faced daily. Buy Study Guide Stephen Kumalo The pastor of Ixopo, a village in the rural
South African region of Ndotsheni, Kumalo visits Johannesburg in order to save his sister, Gertrude, when he
receives a letter telling him that she is ill, but then begins to search for his son, Absalom, who had gone to
Johannesburg but never returned. It is her poor situation she has been in jail for brewing liquor and works as a
prostitute that prompts Msimangu to send a letter to Stephen Kumalo requesting that he save his sister. After
they discover that Absalom is a suspect in the murder of Arthur Jarvis, the white man continues to help
Kumalo, and even, in a show of solidarity with their plight, exits the courtroom with the blacks, an action that
is not taken lightly in South Africa. Kumalo and her husband make household decisions as equals, and she
bears hardship gracefully. A kind and just man who believes in the strength of family life, Kumalo searches
desperately for his son in order to reunite his family, but becomes an activist for social justice and a return to
rural life once he learns that his son is responsible for the murder of Arthur Jarvis. When he visits
Johannesburg for the funeral for his son and the trial of Absalom, James Jarvis learns more about the social
work that Jarvis did on behalf of South Africa and eventually devotes himself to promoting social justice in
South Africa. Although his views differed from those of Arthur Jarvis, his son-in-law, he respected Arthur for
his sincerity.


