
SUMERIAN WRITING AND LITERATURE OF MESOPOTAMIA

Writing. History >> Ancient Mesopotamia The Sumerians developed the first form of been government and financial
records, some of the writings are literature.

The most popular but not universally accepted theory identifies the Uruk tablets with the Sumerians, a
population group that spoke an agglutinative language related to no known linguistic group. These pictographs
could be read in any number of languages much as international road signs can easily be interpreted by drivers
from many nations. As Sumerian towns grew into cities, the people needed a way to keep track of business
transactions, ownership rights, and government records. It contains an overview of Sumerian literature. Your
baleful heart is beyond soothing! The name reflects the civilization centered around the site of Susa. It covered
approximately hectares, or. Nissen, Hans J. You who in accordance with the life giving me, Great Queen of
Queens, Have become greater than Your mother who gave birth to you, as soon as you came forth from the
Holy Womb, Knowing, Wise, Queen of All the Lands, Who multiplies all living creatures and peoples -- I
have uttered Your Holy song. The concept of a dying and reviving god who goes down into the underworld
and then returns, presented as a novel concept in the gospels of the New Testament, was now understood as an
ancient paradigm first expressed in Mesopotamian literature in the poem The Descent of Inanna. She measures
off the heavens, She places the measuring-cords on the earth. Some of the earliest pictographs are easily
recognizable and decipherable, but most are of an abstract nature and cannot be identified with any known
object. This literature includes mythology of the Mesopotamian gods, tales of their heroes, poetry, and songs.
But what matter, whether he spoke it or not! Many biblical texts were thought to be original until cuneiform
was deciphered. The daughter of King Sargon, the great leader of Akkad and the destroyer of Sumeria, she
was appointed by her farther to be chief astronomer and priestess of the moon goddess of her city. Our Videos
Along with other Assyriologists among them, T. The Sumerologist Bendt Alster. Chicago: University of
Chicago Press,  The accepted version of the creation of the world, original sin, and many of the other precepts
by which people had been living their lives were all challenged by the revelation of Mesopotamian - largely
Sumerian - literature. Smith, a self-taught translator of cuneiform, made his first contributions to deciphering
the ancient writing in his early twenties, and his death at such a young age has long been regarded a significant
loss to the advancement in translations of cuneiform in the 19th century CE. The priests and priestesses in
ancient Mesopotamia established a network of observatories to monitor the movements of the stars. One of her
poems highlights her accomplishments: The true woman who possesses exceeding wisdom, She consults a
tablet of lapis lazuli She gives advice to all lands Interesting Facts About Sumerian Writing People signed
items with personal seals made of stone, metal, or wood. Nanna who came forth in wonder true, and her
Ningal, proffered prayers to Her, Greeted her at the doorsill of the Temple. In addition, Joan Westenholz has
also credited her as having written two hymns to the moon god, Nanna [Westenholz,]. Suddenly ordinary
traders could learn to read and write, not just specialists! Some of the earliest signs inscribed on the tablets
picture rations that needed to be counted, such as grain, fish, and various types of animals. It was initially used
in Mesopotamia to write Sumerian, but later was used for Akkadian which the Sumerians, the Akkadians, the
Babylonians, and the Assyrians all spoke. The city was ruled by a man depicted in art with many religious
functions. Clay became the preferred medium for recording bureaucratic items as it was abundant, cheap, and
durable in comparison to other mediums. Scribes would use the stylus to make wedge shaped marks in the
clay. That woman Inanna so exalted, who has made me tremble together the city Ur , Stay Her, let Her heart
be soothed by me. The reeds made triangular marks in the clay, so cuneiform is collections of these little
triangular marks in the clay. The Anzud bird was a mythological thunderstorm bird depicted with the roaring
head of a lion and the flying body of an eagle. The kingship of heaven has been seized by the woman Inanna ,
At whose feet lies the flood-land. Being a priestess of the moon goddess was a position of great power and
prestige. The alphabet has only a few signs, which are combined in different ways to make different sounds,
and so it is much easier to learn to read and write than in cuneiform or hieroglyphs. I, Enheduanna will offer
supplications to Her, My tears, like sweet drinks. Who can soothe Your angry heart! Today, about 6,
proto-cuneiform tablets, with more than 38, lines of text, are now known from areas associated with the Uruk
culture, while only a few earlier examples are extant. The heart of Inanna was restored, The day was favorable
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for Her, She was clothed with beauty, was filled with joyous allure, How she carried her beauty -- like the
rising moonlight! Listen to a recorded reading of this page: Your browser does not support the audio element.


