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She is isolated behind a curtain, and cannot control the amount she is hidden or shown. The Duke shows he
has bad feelings towards the Duchess, but he is still cheerful and being boastful about everything. This poem
is really simple but the heart pours out its emotions with every word. The poet wanted to show that the Duke
wanted to re-marry again, the Duke was ready for a new wife and was going for a counts daughter. The
narrator is really gloomy and his life hurts as a result of love. Related Papers. Greatest Poet B. As such it is apt
that their works should muse upon and explore similar topics and themes. In every short line that the Duke
declares, he shares a factual statement. Love is new to him and he is really enchanted by the woman. The fact
that the Duke still keeps a portrait of his late Duchess suggests a strong relationship between the two. Because
she is never described as having a voice, she is almost forced into being a mere inanimate object even while
alive, as opposed to a living, opinionated, or interactive human being. To conclude, in each of the three poems
Browning has presented very strange warped relationships which could hardly be considered as conventionally
loving. As Kevin J. These poems all portray the relationships in different ways and present love and the
consequences falling in love has, in different ways. Gardner, Kevin J. There is a clear difference between what
the Duke says and what really happened. She is a strict observer, watching others interact as she merely looks
on. It also shows that they are not a married couple. He went in to great detail and described how his emotions
were in total turmoil and left him unable to walk. Works Cited Browning, Robert. This is typical of wealthy,
high status Renaissance men. The fact that a female is plotting a murder in this poem and enjoying the
preparation in such a way would have been shocking and unusual for the Victorian audience of the time.
Definition of Dramatic Monologue IV. Instead, they assume that she is in a church, praying, crying, crying out
to God because she cannot do anything to change her situation. Elizabeth Browning must have had a very
emotional life. By only expressing that the Duchess smiled often, the Duke portrays her in a trivial manner.
The Duke spares no words in describing her through his perception, demonstrating the powerlessness she
possesses. The Duke is very self-confident. He is showing the reader the shallow minds of mankind, the fact
that men are shallow, beauty and body is all that matters which was not rare during the time this poem was
written. Brief overview of Browning A. Every representation of her is linked to the actions or perceptions of a
man, and never about her as a human being. In the case of the Duchess the Duke controlled when she died,
who sees her portrait, and how she will be portrayed to those who come after her. This is because it is a
traditional way to write a poem with the theme of love. The girl has a real physical effect on the man. The fact
that she is more assertive than him, belong to a higher social class than him, makes him feel inferior and weak.
It is in twelve quadrants, a common and standard form of structure. However, he ends up hypothesising how
the conversation went between Fra Pandolf and his wife. The poem opens with the Duke showing his listener
a portrait of his late duchess and introducing it. The poems all portray the relationships in different ways and
present love and the consequences falling in love has, in different ways. Because men had dominance in both
the business world and home life this often but not always lead to maltreatment and In the poems the attitudes
vary and different expectations about the relationship between men and women are presented in the poems.


