
HANDWRITING ACTIVITIES EYFS PROFILE

The EYFS profile summarises and describes children's attainment at the end of the EYFS. It gives the child's attainment
in relation to the 17 early learning goals.

Foundation skills in handwriting should be focused on all of the areas outlined in Fig. Meanings of terms used
in these pages writing: the activity or skill of writing handwriting: using a pen or pencil to write, a person's
particular style of writing cursive writing: has lead-ins entry strokes or 'whooshes' before the letter and exit
flicks after the letter pre-cursive writing: has exit flicks only joined up writing: joining all letters in a word
together using the lead-ins and exit flicks, keeping pen or pencil on the page; can be a quicker form of writing
also called cursive joined, fully cursive or continuous cursive The information we have compiled in this
section has been sourced from the public domain and contains content and advice from Associates including
Julie Cigman. There is however much information on the pedagogy of early years writing and early years
environments to promote literacy and this is what we can focus on in early education for breadth and readiness
preparing motivated writers of the future. More like this. Do join us in this journey. Was it easy or difficult?
Example of writing by a child at the end of Year 1 showing confusions with joining In Conclusion
Handwriting teaching in many English schools is a subject of concern. Indeed, the National Curriculum for
English places emphasis on the acquisition of letter shape, space and size before joins are taught and delivers
clear messages that some letters are best left un-joined. This could perhaps be because until recently no one
thought about teaching it until after age 6 or over. How are the results reported? Example of cursive
letterforms with entry and exit strokes Developmental factors Handwriting is a complex perceptualâ€”motor
skill that is dependent upon the maturation and integration of a number of cognitive, perceptual and motor
skills see Fig. Classroom activities will be planned to make sure children can demonstrate as many of the
ELGs as possible. What if your child is under- or over-performing? Achievement demands the orchestration of
multiple skills involving the eyes, arms, hands, memory, posture and body control as well as managing pencil,
paper and following instructions. They should also be able to solve simple problems like doubling, halving
and sharing. This is a work in progress. In addition to teacher observations, the EYFS profile will include
evidence from you. They should be taught to write with a joined style as soon as they can securely form letters
with the correct orientation. Year 2 Notes and guidance: nonâ€”statutory Pupils should revise and practise
correct letter formation frequently. The Development Matters guidance covers writing but not specifically
handwriting or cursive and joined up writing in both prime and specific learning areas of physical
development and literacy but stresses that all learning is interconnected and learning must be developmentally
appropriate for each child. These are: Playing and exploring Active learning Creating and thinking critically.
Recent government advice on how to teach handwriting has been scarce. There are frustrating contradictions
between the expectations in the EYFS and the National Curriculum documents coupled with pressure on
schools to achieve ambitious early outcomes. Some words are spelt correctly and others are phonetically
plausible. What could you do differently next time? This article will be updated with more information as it is
made available. The focus of the Reception year should be to foster and strengthen the areas of development
which provide the basis for long-term success in handwriting and to identify those children who need extra
provision to strengthen their skills. He has received considerable support and encouragement in both years, but
the demands of joining before he was developmentally ready has left a legacy of confusion.


