
BARN BURNING SHORT STORY SUMMARY

A short summary of William Faulkner's Barn Burning. This free synopsis covers all the crucial plot points of Barn
Burning.

After doing so, the judge asks Mr. With the mother looking on anxiously, he orders the daughters to clean the
rug: lethargically, they pick it up. But the depth of the plot and the examination of age old questions of family
and loyalty make it well worth the effort. De Spain is there. Immediately, Sarty is convinced that the people in
the court are his and his father's enemies. His motivations for deliberately soiling and then ruining the rug are
essentially related to his wounded foot and his wounded pride. After Sarty hears his mother's cry, immediately
he sees a horrifying image: His father is still dressed in his black suit, "at once formal and burlesque.
References[ edit ] Faulkner, William. Later, not satisfied with the way his two "bovine" daughters do the job,
Snopes picks up a field stone and begins to vigorously scrub â€” and ruin â€” the rug himself. While barn
burning is intolerable to Sarty, 20 bushels of corn as punishment for destroying a rug is excessive injustice, as
the justice of the Peace will rule later. Though his wife asks him to let her do it, he says he is going to. The
Snopes family being post- Civil War farmers are instead rewritten as Javanese immigrants who had just
moved into a new rubber plantation. The Justice and Mr. Sarty breaks free and runs to the de Spain house.
Sarty, his older brother, and his father get into the family wagon, where his mother, aunt, and two sisters are
waiting. Sarty looks at the serious faces and at the shabby, older Justice beckoning him up. Nigger sweat. As
he is running away Sarty hears gun shots and finds himself crying, first "Pap! Sarty affectionately addresses
his father as "Pap" and promises that de Spain "won't git no twenty bushels! Stiff and cold, he hears the
whippoorwills and heads down the hill to the dark woods, not pausing to look back. The final time, when Mr.
When he sees the Major he can only get out the word "Barn" over and over. He tells Abner he's going to
charge him twenty extra bushels of corn to pay for the hundred-dollar rug. Abner wants to talk to the owner
and he takes Sarty with him. The Justice decides that Abner is responsible for the damage to the rug, but he
reduces the fee to ten bushels. Active Themes Related Quotes with Explanations When they are alone, Abner
says that his son was going to tell them during the trialâ€”would have told on him. The snobbish tone that de
Spain uses to berate Snopes â€” "But you never had a hundred dollars. He fiercely aligns himself with a
loyalty to blood and kin, as opposed to the justice of the court: ". Faulkner notes that the campfire is small, and
he contemplates why Abner, who has such a penchant for fire, doesn't build a larger one. Harris whether he
wants the child cross-examined, but Mr. We later learn that Colonel Sartoris is a celebrated Civil War general
from the county and that is who Sarty is named after.


