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This lesson will link ''Lord of the Flies'' to some popular psychological theories. It will explore Maslow's Hierarchy of
Needs and the Bystander Effect and how they .

I mean we figured it out, me and Willy and Bobo. Simon represents the superego because he adheres to the
principles instilled in him by society and civilization. The boys become so savage that they kill two boys and
they plan to kill Ralph. As Jack grows more savage, he becomes unhappy with the way that Ralph leads the
boys and decides that he will go to the other side of the island and start his own tribe. In deploying Europe's
cult of masculinity to support mass conscription, the Commonwealth introduced a new element into the
country's political culture. Although it is impossible to eradicate that beast inside us or in society, it is possible
for humans to make choices depending on their will, which makes them who they are. The main characters,
Jack, Ralph and Piggy can be seen to represent the three conflicting aspects of the mind; the Id being Jack, the
Superego being Piggy and the Ego being Ralph, trying to maintain harmony. Related Papers. Firstly, the boys
obey each other, even Piggy, which, would actually dispute previous literature. Piggy represents the ego. Who
we choose to become is under our will. When released from the control of the school, children enjoy the
freedom of acting relentlessly without thinking of the consequences of their actions. Jack crumbles underneath
his need to become more superior than Ralph and decides to takes control of his situation and forms his own
tribe. With Jack symbolizing the id, Piggy the superego, and Ralph the ego, these three competing levels of the
mind clash in an epic struggle for power and control over the island and the ego. The boys are exposed to an
excess of cannibalistic behaviour, that becomes the norm on their island. One could compare the superego to
the conscience, as it dictates belief of right and wrong. The entire novel deals with the psychological principles
set forth by Freud, Adler, and Jung; it could be considered a case study that verifies the very things that these
psychologists believed. They were done skillfully, coldly, by educated men, doctors, lawyers, by men with a
tradition of civilization behind them, to beings of their own kind. Whenever Ralph is their chief they listen to
him and go along with what he says, and then when Jack captures them and takes them to his tribe they adhere
to his code and do what he says. However, assigning roles to characters would be restricting them as each of
them go through different phases of personality change. See also Bowman for another interesting cut of the
field. Reiff, R. As previously mentioned, Asch found that a group has a social effect on its members, that
results in people feeling compelled to fit in, so may change their views. It can be concluded that humans carry
both evil and goodness inside; therefore, it is humans who create beauty or atrocity at will. He began to dance
and his laughter became a bloodthirsty snarling. In the opening of the novel Lord of the Flies, Ralph looks
around the island which will soon cease being the playground of a group of schoolboys. Another topic in
Golding's Lord of the Flies is the battle of good vs. This may be indeed why, Universities encourage social
events, and a good social life when people first join in September. Essay Topic: Literature , Psychology Sorry,
but copying text is forbidden on this website! Having a war or something? Get Essay A boy called Jack
quietly disagrees and believes that he should lead the group. For example, Jack starts painting his face and
body when he goes hunting. The young boy with the mulberry birthmark vanishes and is presumed dead
within the inferno they had created. The roles assigned to the three main characters in the book can best be
understood from their stance towards each other. References Al-Saidi, A. As he masters in hunting, he starts to
take pleasure more and more. The Nobel Laureate uses his book, an allegory for human life, to show human
nature in its primitive form; a form only found when people are isolated from societies. This model consists of
id, ego and superego, which stand for instinctual, moderating and moralizing sides of humans respectively. All
boys that have crash-landed appear to be from public schools, and are portrayed by Golding to be rather
snobbish! They develop a religion of their own as well. Adler studied various types of people and he came to
the conclusion that there are the four main types of people: The ruling type that tries to control others, the
getting type that tends to go along with others ideas, the avoiding type that tries to isolate themselves to avoid
defeat, the socially useful type that values having control over their lives and strive to do good things for the
sake of society. This quote distinctively shows how Piggy is conveying a stark contrast between the primal
lusts of the id and the guilty reckoning of the superego. He is the conscience of the island, and with his death,
the conch is smashed into pieces, which symbolizes that boys have lost their taste for judging right from
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wrong totally. He constantly tries to reason with the other boys, when he and Ralph first meet, Piggy
understands that the other boys also landed on the island and someone needs to find and help them.


