
SNYDER V PHELPS

To demonstrate their beliefs, Phelps and his followers often picket at military funerals. Albert Snyder's son, Lance
Corporal Matthew Snyder, was killed in the line.

The Supreme Court's holding turned largely on its determination that the church was speaking on "matters of
public concern" as opposed to "matters of purely private significance. Fred Phelps, who founded the church,
and six Westboro Baptist parishioners all relatives of Phelps traveled to Maryland to picket the funeral of
Marine Lance Corporal Matthew Snyder, who was killed in Iraq in the line of duty. Post Office Dept. Roe , U.
The case proceeded to trial on the remaining three counts. A jury held Westboro liable for millions of dollars
in compensatory and punitive damages. They wanted their message heard and they didn't care who they
stepped over. Snyder testified that, although he glimpsed the tops of the signs from the funeral procession, he
did not see their content until he watched a news program on television later that day. Albert Snyder claimed
he saw the tops of signs, but only read their contents when he saw a news program on television afterwards.
Phelps and his tight-knit congregation traveled the country preaching damnation to a nation of sinners and
picketing miliatry funerals to convey their belief that soldier deaths were God's punishment for America's
toleration of homosexuals. However, he balanced the First Amendment values and state-protected interests to
reach the same result. See United States v. Does the fact that the Westboro Baptist Church did everything
legally correct make their position acceptable? That would pose too great a danger that the jury would punish
Westboro for its views on matters of public concern. Phelps - U. The placards highlighted issues of public
importâ€”the political and moral conduct of the United States and its citizens, the fate of the Nation,
homosexuality in the military, and scandals involving the Catholic clergyâ€”and Westboro conveyed its views
on those issues in a manner designed to reach as broad a public audience as possible. Why or why not?
Westboro Baptist Church maintained that they followed all local ordinances and were compliant with all
police instructions. Finally, there was no pre-existing relationship between Westboro's speech and Snyder that
might suggest that the speech on public matters was intended to mask an attack on Snyder over a private
matter. In conclusion, the Court ruled that any distress occasioned by the picketing turned on the content and
viewpoint of the message conveyed, rather than any interference with the funeral itself. My son should have
been buried with dignity, not with a bunch of clowns outside". In defense, Phelps argued that his speech the
picketing and the signs was protected under the Free Speech Clause of the First Amendment to the
Constitution. Issues Whether Westboro's signs and comments while picketing Matthew Snyder's funeral
related to matters of public concern and were, thus, entitled to greater protection under the Free Speech Clause
of the First Amendment? The Westboro Baptist Church, led by Fred Phelps, announced in advance that they
would picket his funeral. Fred Phelps, who founded the church, and six Westboro Baptist parishioners all
relatives of Phelps traveled to Maryland to picket the funeral of Marine Lance Corporal Matthew Snyder, who
was killed in Iraq in the line of duty. Furthermore, the church was picketing on public land adjacent to a public
street. On the facts before us, we cannot react to that pain by punishing the speaker. Whether the First
Amendment prohibits holding Westboro liable for its speech in this case turns largely on whether that speech
is of public or private concern, as determined by all the circumstances of the case. Facts: For the past 20 years,
the congregation of the Westboro Baptist Church picketed military funerals to communicate its belief that God
hates the United States for its tolerance of homosexuality, particularly in America's military. He also indicated
that he had found the WBC's statements about his son on their webpage from a Google search. Phelps and his
church members won a Supreme Court case in which the family of a slain Marine had sued for invasion of
privacy, defamation, intrusion and civil conspiracy. The picketing was conducted under police supervision
some 1, feet from the church, out of the sight of those at the church. Adam Shepherd in Hamilton, Ohio.
Phelps appealed to the Fourth U. As such, the "overall thrust and dominant theme" of the speech related to
broader public issues.


