
FEMINIST CRITICAL DISCOURSE ANALYSIS

This article outlines a 'feminist critical discourse analysis' at the nexus of critical discourse analysis and feminist studies,
with the aim of.

This is reflected in their representational invisibility in the mainstream news texts, as well as in representations
by the gay men. It is a misogynistic discourse that is also racist and heterosexist. One example of symbolic
capital accrued to men in English-speaking cultures, for instance, is in the way male pronouns and nouns have
been given generic status in the English language, which by default always assures men of visibility, whilst
simultaneously rendering women invisible Spender  These social issues are also in part discursive in nature,
which in various ways are analysed and discussed in the studies in Part I of this volume. In terms of a feminist
CDA, however, we might envisage more than citations from feminist scholars, important as that is. Many of
the problems encountered by modern women in the public sphere, in spite of and as a result of gaining access
to education and paid employment, are due to the unchanging gendered social structures. Carlos A. Kathryn
Remlinger in Chapter 5 discusses issues of participation and access in an educational context. The approach
and tools for undertaking principled analysis of talk and text are many and varied. This entails mobilizing
theory in order to create critical awareness and develop feminist strategies for resistance and change. Even
while acknowledging the usefulness of certain liberal ideals reconceptualized in feminist terms, there is a need
to safeguard against slipping into the current mainstream neo-liberal thinking that is pervasive in the late
modern societies of today. New York: Routledge, pp. This is problematic when the direction of expertise
flows from traditionally privileged groups at the centre to subaltern groups. Although such a view of ideology
in Marxist accounts was developed specifically in terms of class relations, the concept now has wider currency
and encompasses other relations of domination Fairclough and Wodak , including gender. Gouveia Index  It is
not surprising, therefore, that feminists have been working quite happily under the rubric of CDA without
needing to explicitly flag a feminist perspective. These represent, I believe, important contemporary feminist
concerns that are complex and sometimes subtle in nature, which feminist CDA aims to investigate through
nuanced, contextualized analyses of texts and talk. Feminist critical discourse analysis as political praxis Key
interrelated principles of feminist CDA as theory and practice are outlined below. Feminist Critical Discourse
Analysis brings together, for the first time, an international collection of studies at the nexus of CDA and
feminist scholarship which includes feminist studies of language. Where the aim of such analysis is
praxis-oriented and concerned with social transformation of structures of gender oppression, awareness and
attitudinal change by both men and women are necessary. Foucault, Michel Discipline and Punish. Singapore:
Longman, pp. See the case of women professors in universities, and women employees in companies who
perpetuate sexist attitudes and practices in Chapters 5 and 3, respectively, in this volume. Even within similar
groups, it is necessary to attend to points of commonality and differences. In a variety of cultural and
institutional contexts â€” which include the news and advertising media, educational settings, workplaces,
governments and transnational organizations â€” the studies show the complex and subtle ways in which
taken-for-granted social assumptions and hegemonic 1 


