
AN ANALYSIS OF THE CHARACTER OF OPHELIA IN HAMLET

Ophelia is a difficult role to play because her character, like Gertrude's, is murky. Part of the difficulty is that
Shakespeare wrote his female roles for men, and.

In both instances she is being used to help the audience identify the emotions and discrepancies of Hamlet and
her father. Precious Jewels Hamlet's not the only one who defines Ophelia by her sexuality. Just what you
want to hear from your brother, right? It is evident in Hamlet, Ophelia, Polonius and Laertes. In the end, it
kills her. Antigone firmly believed that she and her sister were the final victims of a curse that was placed
upon their family long ago. When she goes mad, she sings a bawdy song about a maiden who is tricked into
losing her virginity with a false promise of marriage 4. Mark Burnett. Of course, if she were to marry, she'd
then have to live by her husband's rules. But her Renaissance sense of romantic love also rules her. Gertrude
describes it to us seems right that it's another woman : When down her weedy trophies and herself Fell in the
weeping brook. Ophelia is a loyal character, which the opposite of Queen Gertrude because Gertrude betrayed
her husband, King Hamlet, by poisoning him and marrying his brother, now King Claudius. Unfortunately, as
time goes on the conflicts continue and Ophelia is forced to choose loyalty over love causing her to go into a
state of madness. We don't know for sure. In fact, her reputation depends on pretending that she never cared
about his at all. One of William Shakespeare's most famous plays is, Hamlet Shakespearean Tragedy. She has
chosen one, and her choice seals her fate. Her heart is pure, and when she does do something dishonest, such
as tell Hamlet that her father has gone home when he is really behind the curtain, it is out of genuine fear.
We'd say she could have used the services of ImperialMatch. But unlike Queen Gertrude, Ophelia has good
reason to be unaware of the harsh realities of life. Hamlet's Whores. He keeps going, too. Ophelia has a very
connected relationship with her brother, Laertes, and father, Polonius, but unfortunately she allows them to tell
her how to live her life. Which brings us to one important question: did Hamlet and Ophelia actually have sex?
She can't vent about it on Facebook; she can't even go find herself a nice rebound hookup. I loved you not. I
did love you once. First impressions of Ophelia's character seem much too simplistic- one that is emotionally
governed and trivial, in a sense Gertrude chose a brother over a dead Hamlet; Ophelia chooses a father over a
living Hamlet: both choices can be read as additionally sexually perverse in being, to Hamlet, 'incestuous'
Stanton, New Essays on Hamlet To the rest of us, Ophelia represents something very different. In Hamlet,
William Shakespeare uses the mental state of his characters to prove that not all characters in books. Ophelia
is an obedient daughter who is dependent on her father, Polonius for guidance. One year. The extent to which
a boy could grasp subtle nuances might have prevented the playwright from fleshing out the character more
fully. In New Essays on Hamlet. However, an in depth reading of her character proves otherwise. Each
character can be read differently, with each perception having its own implications beyond the text.
Introduction to Ophelia in Hamlet Of all the pivotal characters in Hamlet, Ophelia is the most static and
one-dimensional. She is put in the situation of having to choose between her love for Hamlet or her loyalty to
her family. In Hamlet, the women, Ophelia and Gertrude were portrayed as property, non- controlling,
inferior, and solely dependent on men throughout the play. Even her brother has something to say about it. At
first glance Ophelia seems like a simple character. Harry Levin, in the General Introduction to The Riverside
Shakespeare, elaborates on the special kind of prose which the dramatist uses with Ophelia when she suffers
her madness: Though there is no invariable rule, the comic scenes are frequently in prose, whereas the tragic
scenes are usually in verse


