
WHAT DOES CRITICAL THINKING MEANS TO YOU

by Terry Heick. This post has been updated from a post. What does 'critical thinking' mean? Well, that depends on who
you ask.

It is a tool by which one can come about reasoned conclusions based on a reasoned process. The more clearly
we are aware of ourselves, our strengths and weaknesses, the more likely our critical thinking will be
productive. When taken seriously, it can transform every dimension of school life: how we formulate and
promulgate rules; how we relate to our students; how we encourage them to relate to each other; how we
cultivate their reading, writing, speaking, and listening; what we model for them in and outside the classroom,
and how we do each of these things. Of course, this requires that we learn self-discipline and the art of
self-examination. After all, almost no information we have available to us, either externally or internally,
carries any guarantee of its life or appropriateness. Telling somebody to simply use evidence is often
ineffective, as in their mind the fact that millions of people share their belief IS good evidence. Continue to:.
Once you understand the theory of critical thinking, improving your critical thinking skills takes persistence
and practice. For teachers The ideas on this page were discussed in a blog post on edutopia. Abduction[ edit ]
Abduction is drawing a conclusion using a heuristic that is likely, but not inevitable given some
foreknowledge. Recognise any weaknesses or negative points that there are in the evidence or argument. It
involves getting into the habit of reflectively examining our impulsive and accustomed ways of thinking and
acting in every dimension of our lives. Our basic concept of critical thinking is, at root, simple. As parents we
often respond to our children impulsively and uncritically, without stopping to determine whether our actions
are consistent with how we want to act as parents or whether we are contributing to their self esteem or
whether we are discouraging them from thinking or from taking responsibility for their own behavior. It
assumes that the capacity of humans for good reasoning can be nurtured and developed by an educational
process aimed directly at that end. A manager analyzes customer feedback forms and uses this information to
develop a customer service training session for employees. As husbands or wives, too often we think only of
our own desires and points of view, uncritically ignoring the needs and perspectives of our mates, assuming
that what we want and what we think is clearly justified and true, and that when they disagree with us they are
being unreasonable and unfair. Notice what implications there might be behind a statement or argument. And
critical thinking is significant in the learning process of application, whereby those ideas, principles, and
theories are implemented effectively as they become relevant in learners' lives. Provide structured reasoning
and support for an argument that we wish to make. We must become active, daily, practitioners of critical
thought.


