
THE THYROID GLAND

The thyroid gland is a butterfly-shaped organ located in the base of your neck. It releases hormones that control
metabolismâ€”the way your.

Oddly, the thyroid gland releases slightly less of the thyroid hormones if it is exposed to high levels of iodine
transported to it in the blood. Activation of the nervous system leads to improved concentration and faster
reflexes Hormone imbalances: Overactive and underactive thyroid gland An overactive thyroid also known as
hyperthyroidism occurs if the thyroid gland makes too many hormones. The thyroid gland produces hormones
that regulate the body's metabolic rate as well as heart and digestive function, muscle control, brain
development, mood and bone maintenance. Characteristically, next to the lining epithelium, there is an intense
lymphocytic infiltrate. You may find that other members of your family have thyroid problems or another
autoimmune disorder. The release of thyroid hormones from the thyroid gland is controlled by
thyrotrophin-releasing hormone from the hypothalamus in the brain and by thyroid stimulating hormone
produced by the pituitary gland. They are only rarely cancer. Graves' disease is treated with anti-thyroid drugs
such as propylthiouracil, which decrease the production of thyroid hormones, but hold a high rate of relapse.
Functional disorders can result in the overproduction or underproduction of hormones. What does my thyroid
gland do? The outer capsule is connected to the voice box muscles and many important vessels and nerves.
What other disorders are there? Yes â€” your thyroid disorder and many of the symptoms, too, can be treated.
The inflammation usually resolves without treatment, although thyroid hormone replacement may be needed
during the period of hypothyroidism. Listed below are other symptoms of too much T3 and T4 in your body
hyperthyroidism : Anxiety. The thyroid gland also produces calcitonin from cells called C-cells. Because this
hormone stimulates the thyroid gland, blood levels of TSH are high when the thyroid gland is underactive and
thus needs more stimulation and low when the thyroid gland is overactive and thus needs less stimulation. It is
surrounded by two fibrous capsules. It is made up of two lobes - the right lobe and the left lobe, each about the
size of a plum cut in half - and these two lobes are joined by a small bridge of thyroid tissue called the
isthmus. The level of the thyroid hormone triiodothyronine T3 may fall slightly, but the speed of vital
functions changes very little. You can find a detailed description of how our health information is produced
and updated in our methods. Enlarged goitres may extend beyond the normal position of the thyroid gland to
below the sternum, around the airway or esophagus. If T3 and T4 levels are high, the pituitary gland releases
less TSH to the thyroid gland to slow production of these hormones. The parafollicular cells secrete the
hormone calcitonin. Iodine[ edit ] Child affected by cretinism , associated with a lack of iodine. A normal
thyroid gland is not usually outwardly visible or able to be felt if finger pressure is applied to the neck. The
small, two-inch gland consists of two lobes, one on each side of the windpipe, connected by a small bridge of
thyroid tissue called the isthmus. However, thyroid disorders become more common with aging. It makes two
hormones that are secreted into the blood: thyroxine T4 and triiodothyronine T3.


